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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN STATEMENT ON TFAI 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 1494 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN ANNOUNCING THAT ETHIOPIA WOULD PARTICIPATE IN ANY UN 
SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE ON THE "RECENT EVENTS" IN THE TFAI, 
ETHIOPIAN MEDIA FEB. 8 ALSO PUBLISHED AN EPMG STATEMENT ON 
ETHIOPIAN INTERESTS IN THE FRENCH TERRITORY. 

2. "RECENT DEVELOPMENTS," THE STATEMENT SAID, "INDICATE A 
PATTERN OF GROWING VIOLENCE", ESPECIALLY "THE EVENTS OF THE 
LAST FEW DAYS (WHICH) CAN ONLY BE LOOKED AT WITH ALARM." 
THE STATEMENT CRITICIZED THE KIDNAPPING OF FRENCH SCHOOL 
CHILDREN IN THE TERRITORY AS A "SENSELESS AND GRAVE ACT." 
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"EVEN MORE SERIOUS TO THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE REGION," 
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THE STATEMENT CONTINUED, "IS THE EXCHANGE OF FIRE BY FRENCH 
AND SOMALI REGULARS WHICH THE KIDNAPPING PRECIPITATED." 

3. THE STATEMENT DELINEATES ETHIOPIAN VITAL INTERESTS IN 

THE TFAI AND EXPRESSES THE HOPE THAT HEIGHTENED TENSION WILT. 
NOT CAUSE A CONFLICT TO DEVELOP IN THE AREA WHICH WOULD AF- 
FECT ITS PEACE AND STABILITY. THE STATEMENT RECALLS AGREE- 
MENT FROM ALL AFFECTED PARTIES THAT THE TFAI SHOULD BECOME 
INDEPENDENT AND THAT THAT INDEPENDENCE SHOULD BE ACHIEVED 
VIA FREE ELECTIONS IN WHICH ALL POLITICAL GROUPS WOULD 
PARTICIPATE. IN AN OBVIOUS REFERENCE TO SOMALIA, THE 
STATEMENT DECLARES "NO OUTSIDE FORCE HAS THE RIGHT TO 
SET PRECONDITIONS TO INDEPENDENCE FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TERRITORY, EVEN LESS TO IMPOSE ANY CONDITIONS UPON THEM BY 
THE INTRODUCTION OF VIOLENCE INTO THEIR POLICIES." 

4. THE STATEMENT THEN CONDEMNS ALL ATTEMPTS TO SUBVERT 

THE SELF-DETERMINATION PROCESS ALREADY UNDERWAY BY CREATING 
FALSE ISSUES REGARDING INDEPENDENCE OF THE TERRITORY. 

"WHAT SPECIFIC PURPOSE," THE STATEMENT ASKS, "IS THE IN- 
CREASING INTRODUCTION OF VIOLENCE AT THIS PARTICULAR STATE 
DESIGNED TO SERVE." 

COMMENT. ALTHOUGH THE STATEMENT DID NOT CONDEMN THE 
SOMALIS BY NAME, IT IS CLEARLY DIRECTED AT SOMALIA AND SEEMS 
DESIGNED TO INCREASE SUPPORT FOR THE ETHIOPIAN POSITION 
(SELF-DETERMINATION WITHOUT EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE- WHICH 
IS ON THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS) WITH OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES, 
NOTABLY AT THE UN. THE HARD-HITTING STATEMENT IS 
INDICATIVE OF THE POSITION ALLUDED TO IN PARA 4 REFTEL, 

THAT ETHIOPIA IS GOING TO MAKE A MUCH STRONGER STAND IN IN- 
TERNATIONAL FORA WHERE ITS VITAL INTERESTS ARE CONCERNED. 
ANOTHE INDICATION OF THIS NEW BACKBONE IN ETHIOPIA 
FOREIGN POLICY WAS THE FEB. 7 INTERVIEW FONMIN KIFLE 
WODAIO GAVE WASHINGTON POST CORRESPONDENT DAVID OTTAWAY. 
ACCORDING TO OTTAWAY, KIFLE STATED "FRANKLY AND 
OPENLY" IN THE INTERFIEW THAT SOMALIA WAS ENGAGED IN 
AGGRESSIVE OFFENSIVE MILITARY ACTIVITY IN THE OGADEN. 

FIRST, KIFLE REPORTEDLY SAID, SOMALIA HAD HELPED LOCAL 
DISSIDENTS TO OBTAIN MILITARY TRAINING. 

SECOND, SOMALIA ARMED AND EQUIPPED THE DISSIDENTS 
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AND TRANSPORTED THEM TO THE BORDER. THIS PHASE CON- 
TINUES PRESENTLY, WITH SOMALIA GIVING IMPORTANT AID TO 
THE INSURGENTS. THE NEXT AND FINAL STEP, ACCORDING TO 
KIFLE, IS ALL OUT SOMALI MILITARY AGGRESSION IN THE 
OGADEN. IT WAS TO ALERT OTTAWAY, AND THROUGH HIM, 

WASHINGTON AND THE AMERICAN PUBLIC, THAT KIFLE GAVE 
THE INTERVIEW. 

HUMMEL 
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